Stanton said he had communicated his views to no man.
Here, in the Cabinet, he had assented to and cordially ap-
proved of every step which had been taken to reorganize
the governments of the States which had rebelled, and saw
no cause to change or depart [from it. Stevens' proposition
he had not seen, and did not care to, for it was one of those
schemes which would end in noise and smoke. He had con-
versed with but one Member, Mr. Sumner, and that was
one year ago, when Sumner said he disapproved of the policy
of the Administration and intended to upset it. He had
never since conversed with Sumner nor any one else. He did
not concur in Mr. Sumner's views, nor did he think a State
would or could be remanded to a Territorial condition.

I stated my concurrence in the opinions which had been
expressed by the Secretary of War and that I held Con-
gress had no power to take from a State its reserved rights
and sovereignty, or to impose terms on one State which
were not imposed on all States.

The President interrupted. He said the power to pre-
scribe terms was one thing; the expediency was another. I
said I was opposed to the whole subject or theory of pre-
scribing or imposing terms external to the Constitution on
sovereign States on the score of expediency as well as of
want of power. If there was no power it certainly could
not be expedient. I confessed I had not been as reserved
as the Secretary of State and Secretary of War in express-
ing my opinions. When friends had approached me and
conversed on these or indisputable fundamental questions,
I had not refrained from stating my views, especially to
those who had consulted me. It seemed to me proper that
we should do so. I had conversed with Mr. Sumner in the
early part of last session, about the period that the Secre-
tary of War had his interview, and then Sumner had
taken exception to the omission to give negro suffrage,
and for that reason, and that only, he had opposed the
President's policy of Reconstruction.

Stanbery said he was clearly and unqualifiedly against